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News
briefs

See BRIEFS, Page 3

(Compiled from
CNN.com)

Karzai rejects
calls for U.S. com-
pensation
    KABUL, Afghanistan
— Afghanistan’s Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai will
issue a warning to the
U.S., but will stop short
of asking for compensa-
tion for the families of
those who died in an air
raid led by U.S. forces
on a village in the south
of the country.
     “We are telling Ameri-
cans to be more careful
in the future.  With all
the sophisticated mili-
tary equipment they
have, it should be no
problem for them to
evade civilian casualties.”

FBI seeks more
information on
LAX gunman
   LOS ANGELES,
California — Investiga-
tors on Friday urged any-
one who may have
known an Egyptian man
blamed for the deadly
shooting at Los Angeles
International Airport to
come forward with infor-
mation that might shed
light on the attack. Po-
lice said 41-year-old
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Armed Forces Press Service

SECAF creates new wartime medal, awards

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force’s top civilian leader recently
authorized the creation of a new
medal and two new awards to rec-
ognize outstanding achievement
or service in wartime operations.

The Air Force Campaign
Medal will recognize significant
direct contributions to wartime
operations, according to Secre-

tary of the Air Force Dr. James G.
Roche.

“The awarding of campaign
medals to specially recognize
people and units who fight our
wars is a long-standing military
tradition,” Roche said.

“Historically, the Department
of Defense’s criteria for such
awards have centered on geogra-
phy to define the area of combat
operations,” he said. “In light of

the expeditionary aerospace force
environment and the transforma-
tion in the way the Air Force car-
ries out its missions today, such
criteria doesn’t allow us to appro-
priately recognize our people who
contribute directly and signifi-
cantly to the success of wartime
campaigns from outside the area
of combat operations.”

Story & photo by Spc. LaTorry Sidney
300th Mobile Public Affairs  Detachment

Civil Affairs
reaches out to
local village

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan— A
long, winding road covered with stones and
riddled with fissures leads to a mountainous
trail.  This narrow trail snakes its way to a
small, poverty-stricken village called Estalef.

In its center lies a run-down and weath-
ered building that serves as a school for the
children of the surrounding areas. Barely
functional with a severely underpaid staff,
and students who faithfully attend with few
resources, the school operates on its last leg.

A journey into the heart of the village
reveals even more citizens in need.  The vil-
lage is home to strong cultural ties and
skilled craftsmen like potters and brick ma-
sons, but with little food and water that is
barely sanitary, the village struggles to pull
itself back to its feet after being liberated

Maj. Bryan Cole, civil affairs officer for the 489th Civil
Affairs Detachment, Knoxville, Tenn., hands out pen-
cils to students in a nearby village.  The team delivered
food and school supplies to the villagers.
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Therefore, in accordance with
DOD policy, Roche authorized the
creation of a medal to be given to
airmen who are not eligible for a DOD
campaign medal but directly sup-
ported combat operations from a lo-
cation outside the geographic area
of operations.

CIVIL AFFAIRS, from Page 1

Maj. Bryan Cole hands out pens to students in a nearby village.
Cole and his team delivered food and supplies to the villagers as a
part of a humanitarian aid mission.

from Taliban suppression.
Immediate assistance is

needed in order for this village
to recover, but where will it
come from?

Schools and villages such
as these have been the objects
of coalition humanitarian aid ef-
forts.  This one in particular was
fortunate enough to receive the
aid of Maj. Bryan Cole and his
team from the 489th Civil Affairs
Battalion of Knoxville, Tenn.

“We go out on humanitar-
ian aid missions just about ev-
eryday,” said Cole, team leader
and civil affairs officer for the
489th,  “and our area of opera-
tions is primarily the Bagram
area.”

“The aid varies,” Cole
added. “Sometimes it may be
a few boxes of medical sup-
plies or food, and sometimes
it may be a truckload of lum-
ber for building shelters.”

The members of the 489th

do not undertake the task of
aiding those in need alone.

“We’ve worked with
UNICEF and other non-gov-
ernmental organizations to
supply tents for schools,”
said Cole.   “We’ve also
worked with mine clearing
teams to free inhabited areas
from landmines.”

The villagers welcomed the

food given to them by Cole and
his team with open arms.  Stu-
dents received school sup-
plies like pens, colored pencils
and paper.  They showed in-
terest in acquiring other
needed items such as medicine
and uniforms through future
assistance.

“We’re not bad people,
and we’re not here to take over
or stay,” Cole announced to
the class.  “Americans and sol-
diers are here to help in re-
building your country.”

A glance into the melan-
choly eyes of the Afghan stu-
dents may weigh heavily on
the hearts of some, but Maj.
Cole has his objectives in or-
der.

“Our mission here is to
change the opinions of the
Afghan people about Ameri-
cans and people of the west-
ern cultures,” he said.  “All
that these people know about
Americans are the bad
things they’ve heard about
us while they were under the
influence of the Taliban.  For
them to see us out here help-
ing them to get back on their
feet can change these views.
I think the key to our being
accepted is for us to gener-
ally continue to treat them
with respect.”

“We thank you for your

help,” said Temour Shah, the
headmaster of the school.  “It
is important to the school and
our village.  We welcome
peace and Americans to our
country.”

Cole and his team plan to
expand the type of aid they
provide.

“In the future, we have
plans to send out veterinar-
ians to look at the animals in
the villages we visit,” said
Cole.  “Eventually, we’ll be
able to take medical person-
nel out to care for the sick.”

Cole considers his experi-
ences in the way of humani-
tarian aid to be generally
pleasant ones.

“We’ve helped support

some villages and watched them
progress to the point where they
could support themselves,” he
said.  “However, there was one
instance where a crowd of vil-
lagers we were supplying food
to became unruly and tried to
pull supplies off the truck.  That
was an isolated incident, and no
one was hurt.”

Overall, Cole feels confident
that persistence will result in the
success of the civil affairs mis-
sion.

“There are children that have
school supplies now, and there
are villagers that have food, and
they wouldn’t have had them had
we not come out,” he said. “One
thing about (being in) civil affairs
is at the end of the day you can
say you’ve made a difference.

The secretary said he also wants
to ensure units are properly recog-
nized for their actions in support of
wartime efforts and has established
two new Air Force unit awards.

The first award, the Gallant Unit Ci-
tation, will recognize units for their sig-
nificant combat heroism below that
currently required for the Presidential
Unit Citation. The second, the Merito-

rious Unit Award, will honor units for
their outstanding achievement in di-
rect support of combat operations.

The specific design and criteria
for the new medal and awards are cur-
rently being reviewed, and a final
decision on what they will look like
and who is authorized to wear them
will be reached in the next few
months, Roche said.

Photo by Spc.  LaTorry Sidney



July 7, 2002    Freedom Watch    Page  3

Freedom Watch falls under the supervision of the Com-
bined Joint Task Force - 180.

CJTF - 180 Commanding General — Lt. Gen. Dan
       McNeill

CJTF - 180 Command Sergeant Major — Com-
         mand Sgt. Maj. Steven R. England

Public Affairs Officer — Col. Roger King
Public Affairs Sergeant Major — Sgt. Maj. C.J.

        Costello
Freedom Watch, an Army newspaper publication, is pro-

duced by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment at Bagram Air
Base, Afghanistan.

Commander — Capt. Timothy Beninato
NCOIC — Staff Sgt. Rhonda Lawson
Editor — Sgt. Reeba Critser
Sports Editor — Spc. Alfredo Jimenez Jr.
Journalists — Spc. Jason Allgood, Spc. Erica Leigh

Foley, Pfc. Nathan Akridge and Pfc. Eleazar Craig.
In accordance with AR 360-1, this Army newspaper is an

authorized publication for members of the U.S. military over-
seas. Contents of Freedom Watch are not necessarily the offi-
cial view of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Depart-
ment of Defense or the Department of the Army.

All submissions are subject to editing for size and content
by the 28th Public Affairs Detachment, located in Motel 6,
CJTF - 180, Bagram Air Base.

To be added to the distribution list, e-mail
reeba.critser@us.army.mil

FREEDOM WATCHLocal weather
    TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER REPORT:

Today Monday

Bagram: Sunny Sunny
H: 93F H: 93F
L: 66F L: 68F

Kandahar: Dusty Haze

H: 108F H: 109F
L:  73F L: 77F

Kabul: Vicinity showers Vicinity showers

H: 90F H: 88F
L: 63F L: 64F

Uzbekistan: Clear Clear

H: 96F H: 95F
L: 66F L: 67F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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1754
King’s College opens in New York City under a grant from King George II.

After the American Revolution it was renamed Columbia University.

1946
Italian-born Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini is canonized, becoming the first

U.S. citizen to become a saint in the Roman Catholic Church.

1969
The Canadian government, led by Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, designates

English and French as the official languages of the country.

1981
President Ronald Reagan nominates Arizona judge Sandra Day O’Connor to

become the first woman on the U.S. Supreme Court.

1987
Former National Security Council aide Oliver North begins his televised

testimony in the Iran-Contra hearings, testifying that he took no action that
was not approved by his superiors.

Hesham  Mohamed Hadayet killed two
Israeli nationals Thursday at the El Al
ticket counter and wounded four oth-
ers, including the security guard who
eventually killed him.

U.N., Iraq disagree
on return of
arms inspectors
VIENNA, Austria — Top diplomats
called the third round of talks between
the United Nations and Iraqi officials
“constructive,” but the two-day meet-
ing ended Friday without an accord on
the return of arms inspectors to
Baghdad. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan had said he hoped that the two
days of talks, which began Thursday,
would lead to “conclusive decisions” on
the return of the arms experts.
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COALITION SPORTSZONE

WIMBLEDON, England (TICKER) — First, Serena Williams seized the
No. 1 ranking from her older sister Venus, then she took her Wimbledon
crown.

In their best match against each other, Serena outslugged two-time cham-
pion Venus, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3, in 78 minutes Saturday to claim her first singles title
at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club.

By reaching the championship match, Serena rose to the top spot on the
WTA Tour rankings for the first time and Saturday captured her third Grand
Slam tournament. The 1999 U.S. Open champion beat Venus last month at the
French Open.

Serena takes Wimbledon
championship from Venus

Sorenstam leads open; Inkster
lurking for history

HUTCHINSON, Kan. (AP) — A shrinking list of challengers all made
costly bogeys on the 18th hole, allowing Annika Sorenstam to get out of
the sweltering sun with a two-stroke lead Saturday in the U.S. Women’s
Open.

She says the tournament is far from over.
It sure doesn’t look that way.
Prairie Dunes might have met its match in Sorenstam, who lived up to

her reputation as the most dominant player in women’s golf with her third
straight round of par or better, this time a 1-under 69 to take a two-stroke
lead over Jill McGill and Juli Inkster.

The 31-year-old Swede, who already has won half of her 12 tourna-
ments this year including a major championship, hit every fairway and
missed only three greens on a course that demands precision at every
turn.

She seized control with a 12-foot birdie on the tough, 400-yard 16th
hole after a booming drive that split the fairway and an 8-iron into the
brick-hard green.

Sorenstam finished at 208, the only player still under par.
And she sounds like she’s just warming up.
“I’m hitting the ball as well as I can,” Sorenstam said. “I know my

game is good enough to win, so I don’t worry about everyone else.”
She might not have to.
Sorenstam will be paired with McGill, best known for turning down

an offer to pose nude for Playboy magazine. McGill has never won on the
LPGA Tour, and Sunday will be her first time in the final group — at the
biggest championship in women’s golf, no less.

She got herself in position to pose with the Open trophy by shooting
a 69, which included a round-saving bogey after hitting into waist-high
weeds on No. 13.

Also at 210 is Inkster, who can thank her brilliant short game for still
having a chance. She hit only eight greens and escaped with a 71. Seven
par saves — four from the 6-foot range — kept alive her hopes of becom-
ing the Women’s Open oldest champion. Fay Crocker was 40 years, 11
months when she won in 1955.

American League East GB
N.Y. Yankees 52-31 .627 -
Boston 50-31 .617 1
Baltimore 39-41 .481 11.5
American League Central GB
Minnesota 47-37 .560 -
Chicago (AL) 41-43 .488 6
Cleveland 37-45 .451 9
American League West GB
Seattle 52-31 .627 -
Anaheim 47-34 .580 4
Oakland 47-36 .566 5
National League East GB
Atlanta 53-31 .631 -
Montreal 43-40 .518 9.5
Florida 43-41 .512 10
National League Central GB
St. Louis 45-36 .556 -
Cincinnati 44-39 .530 2
Houston 38-44 .463 7.5
National League West GB
Los Angeles 52-31 .627 -
Arizona 48-34 .580 3.5
San Francisco 47-36 .566 5

2002 Major League standings

Past Wimbledon champions

2002         ? Serena Williams
2001 Goran Ivanicevic Venus Williams
2000 Pete Sampras Venus Williams
1999 Pete Sampras Lindsay Davenport
1998 Pete Sampras Jana Novotna
1997 Pete Sampras Martina Hingis
1996 Richard Krajicek Steffi Graf
1995 Pete Sampras Steffi Graf
1994 Pete Sampras Conchita Martinez
1993 Pete Sampras Steffi Graf
1992 Andre Agassi Steffi Graf
1991 Michael Stich Steffi Graf
1990 Stefan Edberg Martina Navratilova
1989 Boris Becker Steffi Graf
1988 Stefan Edberg Steffi Graf
1987 Pat Cash Martina Navratilova
1986 Boris Becker Martina Navratilova
1985 Boris Becker Martina Navratilova
1984 John McEnroe Martina Navratilova
1983 John McEnroe Martina Navratilova


